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this effort to block these much-needed re-
forms. 

Junk lawsuits are driving too many good 
doctors out of medicine. Women in nearly 
1,500 counties are without a single ob-gyn, 
and frivolous and abusive lawsuits are en-
couraging the use of defensive medicine, 
which imposes substantial and unnecessary 
costs on all Americans. 

This is a national problem that deserves 
a national solution. I have called on Congress 
to pass responsible medical liability reforms, 
and the House of Representatives has acted. 
It is time for the Senate to put the needs 
of the American people ahead of the interests 
of trial lawyers and pass meaningful medical 
liability reform legislation. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons and 
Prohibiting the Export of Certain 
Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2006 

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to my authority 
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) 
and the Syria Accountability and Lebanese 
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public 
Law 108–175), I issued Executive Order 
13338 in which I declared a national emer-
gency authorizing the blocking of property 
of certain persons and prohibiting the expor-
tation or reexportation of certain goods to 
Syria. On April 25, 2006, I issued Executive 
Order 13399 to expand the scope of this na-
tional emergency. I took these actions to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted by 
the actions of the Government of Syria in 
supporting terrorism, interfering in Lebanon, 
pursuing weapons of mass destruction and 
missile programs, and undermining United 
States and international efforts with respect 
to the stabilization and reconstruction of 
Iraq. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Syria continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 

United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 11, 2004, and the measures 
adopted on that date to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond May 
11, 2006. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency authorizing the 
blocking of property of certain persons and 
prohibiting the exportation or reexportation 
of certain goods to Syria. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 8, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., May 9, 2006] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on May 10. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the 
Export of Certain Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2006 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and expanded 
in scope in Executive Order 13399 of April 
25, 2006, authorizing the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the 
exportation and reexportation of certain 
goods to Syria, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2006. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published in the 
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Federal Register on May 10, 2005 (70 FR 
24697). 

The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-
anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, and undermining 
United States and international efforts with 
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue in effect the 
national emergency authorizing the blocking 
of property of certain persons and prohib-
iting the exportation and reexportation of 
certain goods to Syria and to maintain in 
force the sanctions to respond to this threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 8, 2006. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Function Relating to Granting of 
Authority for Issuance of Certain 
Directives 
May 5, 2006 

Memorandum for the Director of National 
Intelligence 

Subject: Assignment of Function Relating to 
Granting of Authority for Issuance of Certain 
Directives 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, I hereby assign to you the func-
tion of the President under section 
13(b)(3)(A) of the Securities Exchange Act 
of 1934, as amended (15 U.S.C. 
78m(b)(3)(A)). In performing such function, 
you should consult the heads of departments 
and agencies, as appropriate. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:04 a.m., May 11, 2006] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 9, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on May 12. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Function Concerning Assistance to 
Afghanistan 

May 8, 2006 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Director of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy, and the Director of National 
Intelligence 

Subject: Assignment of Function Concerning 
Assistance to Afghanistan 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, the function of the President 
under the heading ‘‘Economic Support 
Fund’’ in the Foreign Operations, Export Fi-
nancing, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2006 (Public Law 109–102) that 
relates to waiver of a proviso is assigned to 
the Secretary of State. The Director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy and 
the Director of National Intelligence shall, 
consistent with applicable law, provide the 
Secretary of State with such information as 
may be necessary to assist the Secretary in 
the performance of such function. 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to publish this memorandum in the 
Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 9. An original 
was not available for verification of the content 
of this memorandum. 

Remarks to Reporters in Coconut 
Creek, Florida 

May 9, 2006 

The President. I want to thank you all 
for joining us. I’m proud to be here with Sec-
retary Leavitt. We’re traveling the country 
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